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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following; 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method for supporting a trading of an odd lot that is less 
than a round lot stock number determined in every stock company, said method comprising: 

receiving from a customer an odd lot selling order or an odd lot buying order for a 
particular stock company; 

totaling a number of stocks of odd lot selling orders or odd lot buying orders, which are 
received before a predetermined time; 

judging , at said predetermined time, whether or not a said totaled number of tetaJ-stocks 
of said odd lot selling orders or asaid totaled number of tetal-stocks of said odd lot buying orders 
rae ei v e d-at said rece i v i ng is less than a round lot stock number defined for said particular stock 
company and egual to or greater than over a threshold value that is less than said defined round 

&&-i$i udged at saie ^j udgi ng t hat jf,the totaled number of total-stocks of said odd lot 
selling orders or the totaled number of tetaJ-stocks of said odd lot buying orders is judged to be 
[ess than said defined round lot stock number and equal to or greater thane ver said threshold 
value, outputting a selling order of said defined round fot stock number d e f i n e d for s a id particul ar 
stoe k company for sa i d odd lot s e H i ^g-or de r s - or a buying order of said defined round lot stock 
number defin e d for said p a rt i cu l a r st o ck company for said odd lot buy i ng < *f^ e r - $ , 

2. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 1 , further comprising; 
determining said threshold value bas e d' o n said predet e rmin e d rul e - i n-whteft so as to 

make a total amount of trading fe efees o^sa& received from specific customers for specific odd 
lot buying orders of said particular stock company or sa &for specific odd lot selling orders of said 
particular stock companyi s equal to or higher than a risk amount for a differential stock number T 
wherein the stock numb e r i s a d i ff e r e nc e between said defined round lot stock number and said 
threshold value , wherein 

said threshold value is a total stock number of said specific odd lot buying orders or a 
total stock number of specific odd lot selling orders . 

3. (Original) The method set forth in claim 2, wherein said risk amount is determined by 
a limited price range or a price itself 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 1 , w h efei n -sai d pr e d e t e rmined 
ru l e i s a rul e f urther comprising: 

determining said threshold value based on a trading volume of stocks of said particular 
stock company during a predetermined period. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 
judging whether or not said totaled number of sa i d total stocks of said odd lot buying 

orders or said totaled number of sa id-tota l-stocks of said odd lot selling orders that are received 
at said receiving is over said round lot stock number of said particular stock company; 

if it is judged at s a id s e cottd - jw tgi flg -that said totaled number of said 4ot a l stocks of said 
odd lot buying orders or said totaled number of said tota l stocks of said odd lot selling orders is 
over said round lot stock number, providing a minimum number of ordered stocks of said odd lot 
buying orders or said odd lot selling orders to each customer who makes said odd lot buying 
order or said odd lot selling order; and 

providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by subtracting a number of all 
stocks provided at said fifst-providing from said round lot stock number to a customer who has a 
remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined rule. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 
judging whether or not said totaled number of said tota l stocks of said odd lot buying 

orders or said totaled number of sai d tot al stocks of said odd lot selling orders that are received 
at said receiving is over said round lot stock number of said particular stock company; 

if it is judged a t said s e Gond - judg i B g - that said totaled number of sai d tot al stocks of said 
odd lot buying orders or said totaled number of sa i d total stocks of said odd lot selling orders is 
over said round lot stock number, judging whether or not it is possible to provide a minimum 
number of ordered stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said odd lot selling orders to each 
customer who makes said odd lot buying order or said odd lot selling order; 

if it is judged at sa i d t Wfd4ud g i ng4 hat it is impossible to provide the minimum number of 
ordered stocks of said odd lot buying orders or selling orders , providing one stock to said each 
customer; and 

providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by subtracting a number of all 
stocks provided at said first-providing from said round lot stock number to a customer who has a 
remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined rule. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A method for supporting a trading of an odd lot that is less than 
a round lot stock number determined in every stock company, said method comprising: 

totaling a number of stocks of odd lot selling orders or odd lot buying orders, which are 
received before a predetermined time; 

judging whether or not a the totaled number of teta^stocks of odd lot buying orders or 
athe totaled number of tetal-stocks of odd lot selling orders that are received from customers is 
over said round lot stock number of said particular stock company; 

if it is judged at sa i d judging that said totaled number of sa id tota l stocks of said odd lot 
buying orders or said totaled number of sa id - te - t al - stocks of said odd lot selling orders is over 
said round lot stock number, judging whether or not it is possible to provide a minimum number 
of ordered stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said odd lot selling orders to each customer 
who makes said odd lot buying order or said odd lot selling order; 

if it is judged at said s e cond judg i ng that it is possible to provide a minimum nu mber of 
ordered stocks , providing said minimum number of said-ordered stocks of said odd lot buying 
orders or said odd lot selling orders to sakl-each customer who makes said odd lot buying order 
or said odd lot selling order; and 

providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by subtracting a number of all 
stocks provided at said ftrst-providing from said round lot stock number to a customer who has a 
remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined rule, 

8. (Currently Amended) The method set forth in claim 7, further comprising: 

if it is judged a t said second judg i ng t hat it is impossible to provide the minimum number 
of ordered stocks of said odd lot buying orders or selling orders , providing one stock to said 
each customer; and 

providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by subtracting a number of all 
stocks provided a t said f i rst pr o vid i ng from said round lot stock number to a customer who has a 
remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined rule. 

9. (Currently Amended) A storage medium for storing a program for causing a computer 
to support a trading of an odd lot that is less than a round lot stock number determined in every 
stock company, said program comprising; 

receiving from a customer an odd lot selling order or an odd lot buying order for a 
particular stock company; 



4 



Serial No. 09/803,153 
totaling a number of stocks of odd lot selling orders or odd lot buying orders, which are 
received before a predetermined time; 

judging , at said predetermined time, whether or not athe totaled number of total-stocks of 
said odd lot selling orders or athe totaled number of teta^stocks of said odd lot buying orders 
fe c ei v e d -a t -sai d f eeei v to g i s over a thr e shold v al u e that is less than said round lot stock number 
defined for said particular stock company and equal to or greater than a threshold value that is 
less than the defined round lot stock number and is d e t e rm i n ed b y a pr e determined ru le; and 

j f -^ y ^j ^g^^ a^al d - judging that jf_the totaled number of total-stocks of said odd lot 
selling orders or the totaled number of tetai-stocks of said odd lot buying orders is judged to be 
less than said defined round lot stock number and equal to or greater than evef said threshold 
value, outputting a selling order of said defined round lot stock number define d for said p a rt i cular 
s tock company for s ai d ~o dd ~l et s el ling ord e rs or a buying order of said defined round lot stock 
number d e f i ned for said-p a f ti o ut ar stock company for said odd l o t- buyin g- or de r s. 

10, (Currently Amended) The storage medium set forth in claim 9, the program further 
comprising: 

determining the threshold value based on th e pred e t er m i n e d ru le ^wh i e fo so as to make 
a total amount of trading feefees e^satel received from specific customers for specific odd lot 
buying orders of said particular stock company or sald for specific odd iot selling orders of said 
particular stock company ts equal to or higher than a risk amount for a differential stock number 
w ^ i 9^ -j S - a . ^ i ff ef e Be e-between said defined round lot stock number and said threshold value A 
wherein 

said threshold value is a total stock number of said specific odd lot buying orders or a 
total stock number of specific odd lot selling orders . 

11, (Original) The storage medium set forth in claim 10, wherein said risk amount is 
determined by a limited price range or a price itself. 

12, (Currently Amended) The storage medium set forth in claim 9, wh e r ei n sa i d 
pr e d e t e rm i n e d w le i s a ru l e the program further comprising: 

determining said threshold value based on a trading volume of stocks of said particular 
stock company during a predetermined period. 

13, (Currently Amended) The storage medium set forth in claim 9, said program further 
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comprising; 

judging whether or not said totaled number of said total stocks of said odd lot buying 
orders or said totaled number of sa i d tota l stocks of said odd lot selling orders that are received 
at said receiving is over said round lot stock number of said particular stock company; 

if it is judged a t -sai d - s e eofKj - jy^g i B g-that said totaled number of s ai d 4 o tal -stocks of said 
odd lot buying orders or said totaled number of said tota l stocks of said odd lot selling orders is 
over said round lot stock number, providing a minimum number of ordered stocks of said odd lot 
buying orders or said odd tot selling orders to each customer who makes said odd lot buying 
order or said odd lot selling order; and 

providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by subtracting a number of all 
stocks provided at said frrst-providing from said round lot stock number to a customer who has a 
remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined rule. 

14. {Currently Amended) The storage medium set forth in claim 9, said program further 
comprising: 

judging whether or not said totaled number of said total stocks of said odd lot buying 
orders or said totaled number of sa i d total stocks of said odd lot selling orders that are received 
at said receiving is over said round lot stock number of said particular stock company; 

if it is judged a t s a id s e c ond j u dging that said totaled number of sai d - tota l-stocks of said 
odd lot buying orders or said totaled number of sa i d tot al-stocks of said odd lot selling orders is 
over said round lot stock number, judging whether or not it is possible to provide a minimum 
number of ordered stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said odd lot selling orders to each 
customer who makes said odd lot buying order or said odd lot selling order; 

if it is judged at said third judg i ng that it is impossible to provide a minimum number of 
ordered stocks , providing one stock to said each customer; and 

providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by subtracting a number of all 
stocks provided at said fifs*»providing from said round lot stock number to a customer who has a 
remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined rule. 

15, (Currently Amended) A storage medium for storing a program for causing a 
computer to support a trading of an odd lot that is less than a round lot stock number determined 
in every stock company, said program comprising: 

totaling a number of stocks of odd lot selling orders or odd lot buying orders, which are 
received before a predetermined time; 
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judging , at a predetermined time, whether or not athe totaled number of total-stocks of 
odd lot buying orders or a the totaled number of total-stocks of odd lot selling orders th at-a r e 
r e c e iv e d from - oustom e r sHS less than a round lot stock number defined for said particular stock 
company and equal to or greater thane ver a threshold value that is less than said the defined 
round lot stock number- of - s a i4f a rt ie ular stock com aamf , wherein 

if it i s judg e d at said judgfe§4fo a t ~said totaled number of sai d4ot al~stocks of said odd l ot 
buying orders or sa i d -nwiber o f sai d tota l stocks of said od ^f lot se l li n g -e rd e fs- fe over said round 
l ot stock Humber ts equal to or greater than the threshold value , judging whether or not it is 
possible to provide a minimum number of ordered stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said 
odd lot selling orders to each customer who makes said odd lot buying order or said odd lot 
selling order s and if so iudged, &ft-is judged at sa i d -se cond judg i ng that it is possibl e to provide, 
providing said m mi mum numb e r of ca i d ord e r e d stocks of said odd lo t buying ord e rs or sa i d odd 
l ot sel l ing orders to sa i d e ach ous t om e r - who makes said odd lot buy i ^ g-o r - dor or said odd l ot 
sel l i ng order; and providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by subtracting a 
number of all stocks p rev i de^^a i d -fi rst providing f rom said round lot stock number to a 
customer who has a remainder of the order, according to a second-predetermined rule. 

16. (Currently Amended) The storage medium set forth in claim 15, s a id program furth e r 
compr i sing: wherein 

if it is judged a t -sai d-s e e e nd -j udging that it is impossible to provide a minimum number of 
ordered stocks , providing one stock to said each customer; and 

providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by subtracting a number of all 
stocks provided at- s ai d f i rst p r o vid ing from said round lot stock number to a customer who has a 
remainder of the order, according to a second the predetermined rule. 

17. (Currently Amended) A system for supporting a trading of an odd lot that is less than 
a round lot stock number determined in every stock company, comprising: 

a receiving unit fot H"oceiv i ng t hat receives from a customer an odd lot selling order or an 
odd lot buying order for a particular stock company; 

a totaling unit that totals a number of stocks of odd lot selling orders or odd lot buying 
orders, which are received before a predetermined time; 

a judging unit that judges, at the predetermined time, for judging whether or not athe 
totaled number of total-stocks of said odd lot selling orders or athe totaled number of total-stocks 
of said odd lot buying orders f e e et v e d - by said unit for rec ei ving is less than a round lot stock 
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number defined for said particular stock company and equal to or greater than ever a threshold 
value that is less than said defined round lot stock numbe r and is det e rm i n e d by a 




number def i ned for sa i d part i c ular stoc k company for said odd lot s ell ing o r de rs o r- a buying order 
of said round l ot stock number defin e d fo r sai d particular stock compa n y f or said odd l ot buy i ng 
ord e rs if it is judged by said urHHor-judging unit that the totaled number of teta^tocks of said 
odd lot selling orders or the totaled number of tetal-stocks of said odd lot buying orders is less 
than said defined round lot stock number and equal to or greater thane ver said threshold value. 

18. (Currently Amended) The system set forth in claim 17, wherein 

said threshold value is determined b a s e d - on -s a i d pr ede t e rmined ru le i n -whtehso as to 
make a total amount of t rading feefees e^sai^ received from specific customers for specific odd 
lot buying orders of said particular stock company or sa& for specific odd lot selling orders of said 
particular stock company is equal to or higher than a risk amount for a differential stock number 
which i s a d i fference between said defined round lot stock number and said threshold value, and 

said threshold value is a total stock number of said specific odd lot buying orders or a 
total stock number of specific odd lot selling orders , 

19. (Original) The system set forth in claim 18 r wherein said risk amount is determined 
by a limited price range or a price itself, 

20. (Currently Amended) The system set forth in claim 1 7, wherein said predetermined 
ru l e i s a ruie further comprising; 

a determining unit that determines said threshold value based on a trading volume of 
stocks of said particular stock company during a predetermined period. 

21. (Currently Amended) The system set forth in claim 18, further comprising: 

a second judging unit fo f- judgm athat judges whether or not said totaled number of sai4 
tetal-stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said totaled number of said total stocks of said odd 
lot selling orders that are received by said means for receiving, unit is over said round lot stock 
number of said particular stock company; 

a first providing unit feFprevldfflg that provides a minimum number of ordered stocks of 
said odd lot buying orders or said odd lot selling orders to each customer who makes said odd 




a n output unit that outpul 




a selling order of said defined round lot stock 
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lot buying order or said odd lot selling order if it is judged by said second judging unit that said 
totaled number of sa i d tota l stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said totaled number of $a& 
total-stocks of said odd lot selling orders is over said round lot stock number; and 

a second providing unit for prov i drna that provides a number of remainder stocks that is 
calculated by subtracting a number of all stocks provided by said first providing unit from said 
round lot stock number to a customer who has a remainder of the order, according to a second 
predetermined rule. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system set forth in claim 17, further comprising: 

a second judging unit for i udaina t hat judges whether or not said totaled number of sate* 
tetal-stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said totaled number of s aid total stocks of said odd 
lot selling orders that are received by said unit for receiving.unit is over said round lot stock 
number of said particular stock company; 

a third judging unit forjudging whether or not it is possible to provide a minimum number 
of ordered stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said odd lot selling orders to each customer 
who makes said odd lot buying order or said odd lot selling order if it is judged by said second 
judging unit that said totaled number of said tota l stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said 
totaled number of s a i cMeis a ^ stocks of said odd lot selling orders is over said round lot stock 
number; 

a first providing unit for providing one stock to said each customer if it is judged at said 
third judging unit that it is impossible to provide; and 

a second providing unit for providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by 
subtracting a number of all stocks provided by said first providing unit from said round lot stock 
number to a customer who has a remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined 
rule, 

23. (Currently Amended) A system for supporting a trading of an odd lot that is less than 
a round lot stock number determined in every stock company, comprising: 

a totaling unit that totals a number of stocks of odd lot selling orders or odd lot buying 
orders, which are received before a predetermined time; 

a first judging unit f or judging that judges at the predetermined time whether or not athe 
totaled number of tetal-stocks of odd lot buying orders or athe totaled number of total stocks of 
odd lot selling orders th at ar e r e G ei v ed- ffom - customers is less than a round lot stock number 
defined for said particular stock company and equal to or greater than ov e^sa k Mre und lot stock 
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nu mb e r of said part i cu la r s t ock comp a ny a threshold value that is less than said defined round 
lot stock number ; 

a second judging unit forjudging whether or not it is possible to provide a minimum 
number of ordered stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said odd lot selling orders to each 
customer who makes said odd lot buying order or said odd lot selling order if it is judged by said 
first judging unit that said totaled number of said total stocks of said odd lot buying orders or said 
totaled number of said- tet al-stocks of said odd lot selling orders is over said round lot stock 
number; 

a first providing unit for providing said minimum number of said ordered stocks of said 
odd lot buying orders or said odd lot selling orders to said each customer who makes said odd 
lot buying order or said odd lot selling order if it is judged by said second judging unit that it is 
possible to provide a minimum number of ordered stocks ; and 

a second providing unit for providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by 
subtracting a number of all stocks provided at said first providing from said round lot stock 
number to a customer who has a remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined 
rule, 

24. (Currently Amended) The system set forth in claim 23, further comprising: 

a third providing unit for providing one stock to said each customer if it is judged by said 

second judging means that it is impossible to provide the minimum number of ordered stocks ; 

and 

a fourth providing unit for providing a number of remainder stocks that is calculated by 
subtracting a number of alf stocks provided at said first providing from said round lot stock 
number to a customer who has a remainder of the order, according to a second predetermined 
rule. 
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